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SUBJ: LABOR HOLDS LAMBETH IN BY-ELECTION 

SUMMARY: THE LABOR PARTY HELD ITS "SAFE" LAMBETH 
CENTRAL SEAT IN THE APRIL 20 BY-ELECTION, ALBEIT BY A 
REDUCED MARGIN IN A LOW VOTER TURNOUT, AS EXPECTED. 

THE LIBERALS WERE DRIVEN INTO EOURTH PLACE BY THE 
NATIONAL FRONT (NF) WHICH CAPTURED 6.2 PERCENT OF THE 
VOTE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE LABOR PARTY RETAINED ITS LAMBETH CENTRAL SEAT 
IN THE APRIL 20 BY-ELECTION, AS ALL OBSERVERS HAD 
EXPECTED, THOUGH ITS MARGIN OF VICTORY WAS REDUCED IN A 
LOW VOTER TURNOUT. (LAMBETH CENTRAL TENDS TO BE A LOW 
TURNOUT AREA, IN PART BECAUSE OF THE TRANSIENCE OF ITS 
POPULATION - IT WAS 52.6 PERCENT IN OCTOBER L974). THE 
SWING AGAINST LABOR WAS 4.6 PERCENT (THE PRESS HAVE 
INCORRECTLY REPORTED A 9.3 PERCENT SWING AGAINST LABOR) 
AS ITS SHARE OF THE TOTAL VOTE DECLINED 3 PERCENT WHILE 
THE CONSERVATIVES' INCREASED 6 PERCENT. 
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2. THE LIBERAL PARTY, FOLLOWING THE PATTERN OF RECENT 
BY-ELECTIONS, WAS HAMMERED. ITS SHARE OF THE VOTE 
COLLAPSED FROM 17.3 PERCENT IN 1974 TO 5.3 PERCENT. THE 
NEO-EASCIST NF, APPARENTLY SOAKING UP SOME OF THE 
PROTEST VOTE THAT USED TO GO TO THE LIBERALS, RECEIVED 
6.2 PERCENT. SEVEN OTHER MINOR CANDIDATES ATTRACTED 
4.7 PERCENT. 
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3. COMMENT: THE OUTCOME WAS LARGELY AS ANTICIPATED AND 
ITS MOST IMPORTANT RESUET SEEMS TO BE THE CONEIRMATION 
OE THE RECENT TREND IN LIBERAL EORTUNES IN A CONSTITU- 
ENCY WHERE THE LIBERALS HAD HOPED TO REVERSE THE TIDE. 

WE DO NOT EIND THE NE'S THIRD PLACE EINISH PARTICULARLY 
ALARMING, AS THE BULK OE ITS SUPPORT SEEMS TO HAVE COME 
EROM THOSE WISHING TO MANIEEST DISCONTENT WITH THE 
POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT. UNTIL THE LIBERALS ENTERED THE 
PACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT, THEY COULD COUNT ON RECEIVING 
MOST OE THOSE VOTES - NOW THAT THEY HAVE BEEN "COOPTED 
BY THE ESTABLISHMENT," THE NE BECOMES THE EOGICAL 
RECIPIENT OE THE "STICK IN THE EYE" VOTE. WHILE THE 
RESULT WAS NOT AS PROMISING AS THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT HAVE 
HOPED EOLLOWING THE BUDGET, AND THE TORIES WERE NO DOUBT 
HEARTENED BY THEIR CANDIDATE'S IMPROVED PEREORMANCE, WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THE RESULTS ARE OF ANY SPECIAL SIGNIEI- 
CANCE. 

STREATOR 
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